“Dear Director” is a part-time writer for the River City Sound Chorus.
She resides in “Lovely Lake Zurich”. While caring for her children and
hubby, she also cares tremendously for each and every chorus member.
Her column is intended to address common concerns and issues about
One-on-One Evaluations in a humorous and non-threatening way.

The characters are entirely fictional and any resemblance to real chorus
members is purely coincidental. (However, the Dear Director, Joan
Boutilier is a real person ... the infamous director of River City Sound!)

Dear Director,
Yikes! [ signed up for a time to evaluate on January 27", but 1 just found out that T won "Two
Tickets to Georgia" for me and my hubby from WBBS radio station for that night! What do I do?

Helpless Betty in Belvidere
Dean Befty Honey,

Never fean! The most important mude to nememben in this case s to speak with your
section leader s0 she can you amrange bo evaluate af another time. Buﬁafxwkagpmg

in mind the evaluation deadlines, dear. We'll soon. be learning mone new music, so don't
delay! And please practice your songs while you have “Georgia, On Your mind’.
Your Understanding Dear Dinecton in Lake Zunich

Dear Director,

I, too, signed up for an evaluation time on January 27". 1 just heard that my friend Betty from
Belvidere, must miss the evaluation that night. May I reschedule my appointment too, please? [ was
planning on watching American Idol on TV, it IS Wednesday after all. accompanied by Hot Teddy, I
mean TODDY to ward off the sniffles that | feel coming already. You KNOW how my voice sounds
when [ am sniffling especially after coming to chorus the night before! In fact, "I Feel A Sneeze
Coming On" already!

Slightly Sniffling in Shirland
Dear Sniffler,

NO! Take two 72@010@, tell Ted, bo take a hike, TIVO the TV show and “Take

Another Guess” before asking Dean Dinector, this, kind, of question in the fufune.

Your Nob-So-Undexstanding Director in STORMY Lake Zunich



Dear Director,

I get SO scared before I evaluate! In fact, sometimes I get so nervous that my vibrato wobbles, my teeth
chatter and my knees knock while I'm singing ... it's almost as if "I Feel The Earth Move Under My Feet'! Just
thinking about this makes my body break out in a cold sweat! [ believe in this worthwhile program, but how
can [ control my nerves?!

"All Shook Up" in Seward
Dear, S’Mg One,
Dmbmmkmm%awmwpm%miom, dean, but try to keep this bl in
e. Foust of all, newes are novmal. Shaking uww . Vibrato is normal. 96 all

MW&M&%@WOM&@OQOW%M&%M& MWLW,(JUL dear, that
éﬂwd@w’@& Mﬁoa@owﬁfxgwﬂwﬁgowﬁoéuﬁméwnﬁoém the Dean Dreaded,

Director, yow know, 40 M(mc% WWMUVWM%M%% e

A well—known red-headed 3-time Queen of Harmony taught us, dear, prﬂonw
the name of the game for warding %%mmﬁa nowes. Use all the tools youn section leader
and director, have provided, to owéoh, gommméaéowgow@vufxmfb (jowﬂmvebem
Dinecton’s, cuniosity peaked, %a h dean. Ane the newves caused pantly because owMﬁgeﬁ
around to practicing 90%%6@60%50%6%%%%&(0%? Dear Director Jow e that
occaAwM% %&g&@m%wa@ 60%@10(7(79 Guﬁwﬂmeﬂw)\b&wwﬂ%&&ww%

Aay.
?ma% ka%m#vww@w40+ oﬁﬂw', wM ow’wa@o wnd when we're afl)
%chﬁ%%ﬂmﬁ of omdrmdwwﬁonwa@@ S’wmgm oan’ﬁa}» mS’wﬂ‘ﬁe’

Your €mpathetic Directon in Calm. Lake Zunich

Dear Director,

When [ sing for evaluation, I get all "WGLY" inside and out. "My old friends tell me I'm not
grieving" but it sure feels like ] have something to cry about. This must not be good for my mental
health! By the way, in a chorus of 40 women, do the judges actually hear JUST me anyway? You
can trust me to know my notes and words, honestly, so how about if | tape on the risers sometime
before we go to Seattle? In fact, I'd be more than happy to evaluate myself and report my perfection
to my section leader.

Going Crazy in Cherry Valley
Oh Dear C)\Agg gid!

Thank owéomgwmg me the best chuckle Dear Director, has had, in months! Yow
/’(,/26 uA,ﬁ ok M@MM? Do owmﬂtg wahﬁDDéoaMwM,gouh,AJ% tﬂwiﬁwn?
%wsﬁ a&m? Pehéaﬁwﬂ Even 9, ﬁﬂwrvw [mﬁ y Dean Direclor, makes nofe
misbakes! ) know i's, hard to believe, bul it's tue. ;M?m@ wmmuvu(r%wﬂuduhg
hats, make mirtakes. %Alaf/_w@uw%af}wwn@ notes, CAN be heard, dear, .. ﬂm,va ow
WMW% h/u,wulg o “no or o coma,ucmﬁ M
s ezﬂ’ TR SR MO PP A eﬂmwﬁ

w@06

Ae m%a@m@w&dfam&n@ next, to you? 96 oka lony
90%4mm@405 R TV WY A AT S
Stll Laughin’ in Lake Zurich

(wxﬁud@oMz«% one less, member on wWW@&MS’w&&)



Dear Director,

I have been a model chorus member. [ learn my music, 1 sign up for "evaluations” -- even though that
word is "drivin' me crazy" -- I keep my appointments, I follow up by taping again and correcting my notes,
I keep in touch with my section leader when schedule conflicts occur, but I am STILL making a few musical
mistakes. The harder | try, the worse it seems to be getting. What if I don't pass my songs? Can I still sing
at Regional? International? Sweet [II? Help! I'm working very hard, but the pressure is just so great!

Passionate Polly from Pecatonica
Dean Practicallly Perfect Polly,

You ARE & model, chorus member. DD i confident that you are doing all the right things
and i€ sounds, like yow are still making progress! Please be neassuned that Dean Director has,
never, asked someone not o ding with the chovus because 06 one ot two whong notes. Confinue
woh,king with QOMWW&WM"%MM" gow'& (wﬂmm with the nesults, of your
eééoh,&,. Jo andwer youh WM, a,éouﬁmwg onwdﬂ\ow ot in @ confest, Mu&wcﬂw&kw
which Dear Directon considens, when deciding on who qualifiies o perform.

Did the singen:
prepare her music?
uﬁuﬂmwdmﬁww%?
llend her, evalualbion?
do 60@@00\)- @vufuaﬁwm, 06 ?
sing wn@;fi%wﬂugh Jegm/wow/émfhmw,

30 s ot bo be o liakility o the sound?

6. lama,vww@ evaluation

HMope this makes sense to yow, bul if not, please speak with your section beaden.

Youn Pleased Director-Person in Sunny Lake Zunich

NI

Dear Director,

A little bird told me -- her name is Polly -- that the last time we evaluated she
was STILL working on some notes on her contest uptune past the deadline. What's
with that? I have a rough life and feel like I have to "Climb Every Mountain" to

pass MY songs.
Irritated in Irene
Dear Ms.. Inikation,
Go have o euppa “Java Jiove” and, mind youn own bees, wan!

Livid DD in Lake Zunich

Dear Director,
Evaluation? What evaluation? Dates? What dates? Section Leader? "Miss Otis Regrets" that she don't know nothin'
'bout no evaluations!

Head Wrapped in a Blanket, but I Mean Well in Winnebago

Dear, HWIABBIMWIN,
Finst of all, that's o most unusual name, dean! Did yow inherit this name (and personality trait)
from a family memben? May 9 borrow if fior vocal warm ups sometime?

Now, dear, to answer gowWon . WHAT CHORUS DO YOU SING WIT}?211222!
Ahemmmmmm. €cxunuuse me, Dear, Dinecton, i, befuddled and beside herself!



Dean confused memben, do your, Dear Directon o lange, most helpful favor. Keep in touch
with one of; the following m%f e-mail, Yahoo QW?‘@ }r‘mmn%m&, cﬂwfw:efwm
meelings, youn telephone and answering machine, on hook wp with someone like “Inifated in Mene” who
seems o know the innen happenings, of everyone in the chowus. On may 9 even suggest that you “Sit
Pi@M Down and White Yourself o Letler” Mgm now with all the dafes, da]wn& numbers,, and your
calendan, nesk to you

Your Direclor, (remember, who that is,, dear?)
in Lake Zunich (that's near Chicago, dear!)

Dear Director,

Last time [ evaluated | felt | really had my notes, words and breaths nailed down! When [ sanq in my
quartet, I had only Z note errors in the contest uptune. I sanq them aqain for my section leader on a tape the
following week and [ still couldn't get them right! I'm pretty sure [ would have passed more quickly if only I
could have sunq for Easy Anna, rather than Picky Petunia. Nothing aqainst Petunia, but she does have a
reputation as being stricter than ANY of the other section leaders in the whole chorus! Plus, she and I had a
teeny weeny disagreement about 10 years aqo and [ think she still holds that aqainst me. PLUS, I swear that |
only "bent" the pitch on one of those notes ... couldn't she tell what I meant to sing? It seems like "It Don't
Mean A Thing" to her that [ pass! PLEASE give me Easy Anna this time!ll

Wishing to Switch in South Beloit

DmS’mﬁJw&,W«Mm,

Pd like to “wour wirh is command,, éuﬁW(A,uAAmHla nol possible, dean. €veryone
has her 6a,vom;é:/zwg'on Wﬁu%% avwgofwzwx her, ownMMm f:h, denfists, but WZM
nemain, that both section beadens and dentists, occasionally must deliver o Cttle pain in orden to
k%p%a&i}mgooa”wa%.’ PM«MMWWMWWWMGWMMM% 60)1,
her music ean, but for hen peaple skibls, even though she may not fieel like “My Buddy” ot times.
M,WMMWWMMMWGW@WMG Wuau%,gou}ul)b, Gaéowavaﬁmﬁon{mgm
30 that there is as much consistency %ﬂoM&wiﬁZ&homﬁwm.

Howeven, don'l despain! Problems do occasionally arise and can be resobved by o i
discussion with your section leadenr. MU section beaders, ane encounaged o speak to muysetf, your
DD, i issues anise. Lef me albo add that in the past, my expericnce has, been that offen, buf not
aﬁwmﬂ&, égdwﬁmdwwnmgowa&www% %AA/%M,%M@%MWWCOM/MMV&
been fined (79 dwdmg% (79 AAWW&"ﬁwWwwo’J(", dear. €v0\/90nbwmwu)mqw@60 ke%éﬂ\m%e on
%W&o&%gooa@oé%&ouﬁa@oéwcﬂw%! Bg%waxg,a@wﬂ, PP(&M@KMM%L
Greak, and, she can only evaluate what she heanrs, MﬁwMgowUnfMMﬁo sing! 9 have heard
that Picky Pefunia. is often quite compassionate and will do everything she can to offier assistance
while cleaning uda,dwu W% W(rﬁuvw!

Youn, Pitich, Protector and Dear Directon in Lovely Lake Zunich



